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Watershed Action Plan in the  
Making for Several Cities 
 
The Upper Scioto River Watershed Project is continuing to create a water-
shed action plan.  Feedback from nine public meetings that took place in 
January, February and March are pushing this process along.  Three rounds 
of these meetings took place in three cities: Kenton, Richwood and Marion. 
 
The first round of meetings provided information about the purpose and 
goals of the watershed project. In addition to my explanation of the project, 
Dan Binder from the City of Columbus and Katie McKibben from Ohio 
EPA explained some currently known water quality impairments and ac-
tivities. Robert McCall of OSU Extension and local NRCS representatives 
explained how they currently offer assistance for water resources needs. 
 
The second round of meetings allowed the public to discuss their water 
resource concerns and actually prioritize these concerns for their local sub-
watersheds.  In addition to boosting public support, this step was carried 
out to help identify water quality concerns that the state agencies and my-
self would never have known about.  This step is crucial in allowing local 
people to have a stake in what voluntary activities may take place in their 
area.  The results from this second round of meetings are provided on page 
6and 7. 
 
At the third round of meetings, interested members of the public joined me 
in a discussion about conservation protection and restoration actions.  At 
each of these meetings I described what information is known about that 
location’s prioritized concerns.  A quantitative analysis of many concerns 
has not been made and will not exist given the current resources of the wa-
tershed project.  Describing potential management measures or actions to 
address the concern also took place at these meetings.  Nearly all actions 
address more than one concern (e.g. warm season grass buffer strips can 
reduce sediment erosion, help stabilize stream banks, and provide wildlife 
habitat).  For the final segment of the third round meetings I shared with 
participants some of the funding opportunities that the watershed project 
may target.  For all portions of these meetings participants were encour-
aged to add whatever information they had. 

Continued on page  4 
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President’s Message — Joe’s Back!!! 
 
Hello SRVF Members and Friends, 
 
OK, I was only bluffing in the last newsletter when I said, “This will be my last newsletter, as we are elect-
ing a new president.”  I missed the meeting where they voted for the officers and the next thing I knew, I had 
another two year term!  Seriously, we looked at various roles that need to be maintained to keep the organi-
zation running and we divided those activities amongst our most active members.  The roles I like the most 
are to run the meetings and help guide us through discussions when the group has challenging issues.  Fortu-
nately, no one else really wanted that role, so here I am again! 
 
As you know, the goal of the SRVF is “To Preserve and Protect the Scioto River for Future Generations.” 
We looked at that goal and the activity/interest level of our membership.  From that we determined that we 
are never going to be a group as big as the Sierra Club.  However, our membership does look to us to keep 
an eye any activities that might affect the river and its surrounding community, in addition to providing 
some educational presentations throughout the year.  Most importantly by keeping the group together, we 
remain ready to “mobilize” if any serious threats to the Scioto River materialize. 
 
During the year, we plan to continue our normal quarterly meeting schedule.  We will continue to have our 
SRVF picnic as part of our August meeting.  One new item we will implement is to bring in a speaker who 
can make a historical presentation about the Scioto River Valley and its surrounding communities. 
 
To lessen the time impact on our group leaders, we will only produce a full newsletter once each year.  The 
other three “issues” of the newsletter will just be small flyers to announce the upcoming meeting. 
 
Hopefully these changes will keep the SRVF functioning well for years to come.  If you have any questions 
about these changes or our direction, please do not hesitate to contact me or any of the other officers. 
 
Thanks for the opportunity to lead the SRVF for another two years.  I look forward to new activities, new 
friendships and your continued support. 
 
See you at the next meeting. God Bless.  - Joe 

Summer’s Comin’ And So Is Our Annual Picnic 
 
Plan on joining your Scioto neighbors and friends on Sunday, August 1, 
at the Price Nature Preserve.  Catch up on events of the past year 
around a bonfire and walk the nature trail. 
 
Meet at the Preserve at 5:00 p.m.  Bring a lawn chair and a side dish, 
dessert or beverage to share.  Grill items and lemonade provided. 
 
Jim Kloiber will be the point person for this event.  Jim will answer any questions you may have and also will 
be looking for a few volunteers for doing set up activities for the event. 
 
Contact: Jim Kloiber: 740-881-2019 or jkloiber@hotmail.com 
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Celebrate Earth Day   
Help Us Plant a Tree 

 
CELEBRATE: Earth Day 2004 and the 30th annual National 
Volunteer Week while volunteering at SRVF’s  Powderlick 
Run Stream Restoration Project. 
 
Saturday, April 24, 2004:  
The tree planting will be from 9 a.m. - noon. We plan to plant 
an additional 1000 dogwoods, willows and nannyberry to the 
previously planted 14,000 trees and shrubs on that project. 
 
Location: Powderlick Run is approximately 15 miles north of 
Marysville, 1.5 miles west of St Rt 31 and 1.5 miles south of 
York Center. 
 
Bring: a shovel, boots, appropriate clothing, kids. 
Lunch and refreshment will be available 
 
The Powderlick restoration project has been well received by 
many organizations and agencies.  The Ohio Department of 
Agriculture organized a tour with Darke and Mercer county 
engineers, SWCD’s and supervisors.  The City of Columbus 
brought the USEPA Research and Development group from 
Cincinnati.  Union SWCD, the Bokes watershed coordinator and the Scioto watershed coordinator have 
brought local farmers. Heidleberg College and the Sandusky Watershed coalition have been on the site for 
technical discussions.  The project has been in a national farm magazine and presented at several national con-
ferences. 
 
The grant and project are now almost complete.  What remains is the implementation of some additional in-
stream habitat structures on another site downstream and final report writing. 
 
For more information contact:  
Steve Phillips, CPESC, Oxbow River & Stream Restoration Inc. 
2905 Klondike Road, Delaware, Ohio 
740-362-4134 

Garlic Mustard’s Gotta Go! 
 
Here is an opportunity to help wipe out garlic mustard from the trail, picnic shelter area and parking lot of the 
Price Nature Preserve.  We have made great progress the last two years and will continue our efforts this year 
on three Wednesday evenings from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m. on April 28, May 5 and May 12.  We will pull the plants 
to be removed from the site to prevent reseeding.  Those so inclined might instead perform general trail mainte-
nance. 
 
Meet at 7:00 p.m. at the Price Nature Preserve on Warrensburg Road.  Bring your work gloves and wear appro-
priate footgear for possible encounters with poison ivy. 
 
Contact: Jan Fleischmann; 740-815-8441; JanFleischm@aol.com. 
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New Incentive Program in the Bokes Creek Watershed 
 

The Union County Chapter 535 of Pheasants Forever, in partnership with the Union Soil and Water Conserva-
tion District and the Bokes/Mill Creek Watershed Partnership, is offering a new incentive program for Bokes 
Creek watershed residents.   
 
A one-time $100 per contract acre bonus payment will be issued to landowners for eligible land enrolled in the 
Continuous Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) warm season grass filter strip program between July 2003 
and June 2004.  The Union County Chapter 535 of Pheasants Forever is offering this bonus in support of im-
proved water quality and enhanced wildlife habitat.   
 
The Bokes Creek watershed was selected for this pilot program for the following reasons:   
 
· The watershed covers 35,259 acres in Union County. 

· In 1998, the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency declared Bokes Creek as polluted; a TMDL clean up 
 plan (with community input) was designed in 2002. 
· A community driven watershed management plan to improve the water quality of Bokes Creek was  
 developed in 2003. 
Acres of warm season grass filter strips will provide a continuous covered travel lane, escape cover, nesting 
cover, and winter shelter for wildlife. 
 
Contact John Rockenbaugh or Keri Hudec at (937) 642-5871 for more information. The Bokes /Mill Creek 
Watershed Partnership meets monthly at the Marysville Public Library.  

 
These meetings have resulted in a better public understanding and involvement in the watershed project.  The 
advisory committee will now take this input and use it to shape the problem statements, pollution reduc-
tion/protection goals, and prioritized actions.  These meetings will also result in more successful cooperation or 
greater voluntary sign-ups when watershed actions are put in place. 
 
Paul Gledhill 
Upper Scioto River Watershed Coordinator 
http://www.delawareswcd.org/Watershed/Scioto/ 
Delaware Soil and Water Conservation District 
557 Sunbury Road, Suite A. 
Delaware, OH 43015 
(740) 368-1921 ex. 4 
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Describe your location by landmark or area 
of town. 

We have bulk mulch, blended 
soils and compost to meet your 
garden and landscaping needs.  

**TOP QUALITY LANDSCAPING PRODUCTS** 
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We are at: 
4838 Warrensburg Road 
Delaware, OH 43015 
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***Delivery Available*** 
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Time to Hit the Road! 
 
We are teaming up with the Delaware General Health District and the townships along the Scioto River as part 
of the GREAT AMERICAN CLEANUP™ on the following three Saturdays: April 17, May 1 and May 8.  
We will be picking up trash along the roadsides immediately adjacent to the river, emphasizing pull offs and 
bridges.  Thank you to the Concord, Radnor and Scioto Township Trustees for providing trash bags and pickup 
for the GREAT AMERICAN CLEANUP™. 
 
In addition to the spring project we will also be conducting road cleanups on Klondike Road, Warrensburg 
Road, and River Road on September 11 and October 9.  These cleanups with also be in cooperation with 
the townships.  One of the two dates may be in conjunction with a “river cleanup” – watch for further informa-
tion as plans are developed. 
 
Meet at 9:00 a.m. at the Price Nature Preserve on Warrensburg Road (see insert map).  Bring your work 
gloves and wear appropriate footgear for possible encounters with poison ivy. 
 
Contact: Jan Fleischmann; 740-815-8441; JanFleischm@aol.com. 
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Local Water Resource Concerns 
 
Below are the results from the three Upper Scioto River Watershed Project’s public action plan meetings.  At 
the Kenton meeting the concerns were put into groups to assist in the voting process.  No grouping occurred in 
Richwood and it was not carried out in Marion.  I have not changed the words describing the concerns from 
what they were during the voting, however I have added a couple notes in italicized text.  Please contact me if 
you have any questions.   
 

Richwood Action Plan Meeting 2- Feb 24, 2004 -14 meeting participants  
3 votes per participant (all votes equally weighted) --Total 42 votes 
 
12 votes Drainage – Flooding problems 
7 Soil erosion 
6 Filter strip (lack of) 
5 Logjams flooding and erosion 
3 Ditch maintenance 
2 Contaminants getting to waters table (or groundwater) 
 Concentrated animal feeding operation  (manure by products)  
1 Water quality - river and streams 
 Habitat wildlife (lack of) 
 Septic systems 
 Concern of upground reservoirs (construction, management, flow, infrastructure, drainage)  
 Tile breaks  
0 Storm water pollution (developed) ; Development; Public education (watershed); Ground cover (lack 

of in ag); Wells (abandoned) 
 

Kenton Action Plan Meeting 2 -- Feb 19, 2004 -- 12 meeting participants 
9 meeting participants voted (1 non-meeting participant voted)  
3 votes per participant (all votes equally weighted)-- Total 30 votes 
 
Urban issues:   
2 Votes Industrial and municipal discharge 
0 Unsewered communities; Wastewater package plants; Storm water-urban; Landfill leaching; Leaking 

underground tanks; Water diversions (taking water from one drainage area to another); Nutrients 
(excess) 

 
Development issues:  
3 votes Septic system 
2 Soil Erosion  
0  Home site put in floodplain/wetland/tile system (causing home and drainage problems); Drainage 
 
Agricultural issues: 
4 votes Drainage (broken county tile main/flooding) 
 Conservation tillage (soil erosion/excess nutrients/chemicals/wind erosion) 
2 Livestock in stream/manure management 
0 Erosion in CRP (grass selection)  
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Stream and Wildlife issues: 
3 votes Aquatic biology 
 Wildlife habitat 
 Riparian habitat 
1 Sediment in streams 
0 Water related recreation; Illegal dumping; Unstable river banks 
 
Groundwater protection:  
2 votes  Drinking water 
1 Abandoned wells 
0 Amish wells; Oil and gas 
 

Marion Action Plan Meeting 2 - Feb 26, 2004 -- 15 meeting participants  
14 meeting participants voted  
3 votes per participant (all votes equally weighted)-- Total 42 votes 
 
6 votes Log jams 
5 Complete federal cleanup of the Little Scioto River (Project still needs to remove polluted stream 

sediment and install a new stream bed on a couple miles of the Little Scioto River) 
 Natural & straightened channel design 
4 Drainage 
 Dam management and removal 
3 Nutrients (nitrogen and phosphorous) 
 Soil erosion from fields 
 Carcinogens in streams, drinking water wells, & wildlife 
2 Flooding/ accelerated flow 
 Lack of quality aquatic life 
 Septic systems 
1 Sewage in tributaries  (wastewater treatment plants/septics)  
 Trash and refuse 
 Streamside soil erosion 
0 Leaking underground storage tank; Injection wells, deep (injecting waste fluids into a rock layer not 

being used for drinking water); Brown fields & contaminated facilities; Soil erosion from develop-
ment; Landfill leachate (fluid leaking from landfills); Manure management/run off; Combined storm-
sewer overflows (CSO)  (In some cities the storm sewers that carry rain water are tied into the sani-
tary sewer lines. During heavy rain events the rainwater and sewage must be overflowed untreated 
into waters channels.); Chemicals toxics 

 
Paul Gledhill 
Upper Scioto River Watershed  
Coordinator 
 
Delaware Soil and Water Conservation 
District 
557 Sunbury Road, Suite A. 
Delaware, OH 43015 
(740) 368-1921 ex. 4 
 
http://www.delawareswcd.org/
Watershed/Scioto/ 
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KEY DATES 
 

· April 17, May 1 & 8, Saturdays, Great 
American Cleanup, 9 a.m. Page 5 

· April 24, Saturday, - Tree planting, Page 3 
· May 2, Sunday -  SRVF meeting, 7 p.m. 
· August 1, Sunday - SRVF Picnic, 5 p.m. 

Page 2 
· September 11, October 9, Saturdays - Great 

American Cleanup, 9 a.m. Page 5 
· November 7, Sunday - SRVF meeting and 

early history program, 7 p.m. page 8 
 
 

Online at www.sciotoriver.org 
 
All SRVF membership meetings are the first 
Sunday of February, May and November. 
They are held at the Old Stone Church 
which is at the corner of Hodges Road and 
SR 37. The public is most welcome. 
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Been there. Done that.  
Get your T-Shirt??? 

 
Don’t forget to pick up your free t-shirt with 
your paid membership at the next quarterly 
meeting — MAY 2, 7:00 p.m. @ the Old 
Stone Church. 
 

The Scioto River Valley Federation 
Post Office Box 1501 
Delaware, OH  43015 

Printed  On  Recycled  Paper 

18th Century Visitor 
Coming November 7th 
 
Come Hear About Native Americans and Pio-
neers of Central Ohio 
 
Gale Martin-Hansgen of Gale's Tales will present an interpreta-
tive program on our early history. Gale will appear in 18th cen-
tury costume and bring Native American and pioneer artifacts 
to help us envision life in early Ohio.  Her talk will include a 
discussion of the tremendous impact the fur trade and settle-
ment had on the flora and fauna of Central Ohio. 
 
In addition to her interpretative work, Gale is the education 
specialist at Morrow County Soil and Water Conservation Dis-
trict, watershed coordinator for Olentangy Watershed Alliance 
and a part-time naturalist for the Mt. Gilead State Park. 


